
http://www.bowfishtexas.com/ Page 1 updated 4/26/2006 

Line Guide Installation and Loading Instructions  
 
Installation:  
 
The following pages will show the installation guidelines for setting up the line guide in 
your slotted retriever reel.  Once the installation of the line guide is complete, please 
follow the loading instructions to get a feel for how this is to be done on the water.  While 
this line guide will help users of the standard retriever (not slotted), the jug line will not 
be able to be used and thus the guidelines for loading the retriever with the line guide will 
not be valid.  If using a standard retriever, follow the instructions for loading from AMS. 
 
Please try to remember that these instructions were written by a bowfisherman and in no 
way are professionally done.  Additionally the picture quality of these instructions will 
leave something to be desired. 
 
The line guide package should contain: these instructions, the line guide, and an extra 
screw packet.   
 

 
Figure 1 

 
1. Start the process by looking on the handle side of the reel and removing the bolt on 

the bottom right hand corner.  Keep this bolt and nut because we will be using it again. 
 
2. Now remove the nut and bolt from the top right hand corner of the reel on the handle 

side.  This bolt will not be reused and can be discarded. 
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3. Place the line guide on the back side of the reel, opposite the handle side with the 

curved in side facing the handle.  The line should leave the reel and go straight 
through the hole in the front of the line guide.  See the illustrations for guidance. 

 
4. Once the line guide is in place, insert the bolt that was removed from Step 1 and place 

in the top right hand corner of the reel and feed through the line guide.  Take care to 
make sure that the line guide is still in place and lined up correctly.  Use the locknut 
to keep the bolt in place. 

 
5. Now take the bolt provided in the package and put in the bottom right hand corner of 

the reel and feed through the line guide.  This bolt is longer than the other bolts.  Use 
the locknut to keep the bolt in place.  

 
6. If everything is lined up correctly, snug the bolts, taking care not to over tighten and 

break the bolts. 
 
 
If everything is done correctly, the reel with the line guide will look similar to figure 1 
and 2. 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Backside of reel 
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Line Installation Instructions: 
 
Now that the line guide is installed the following guidelines can be followed to install the 
line in the reel and utilize the jug line slot.   
 
NOTE:  If the reel is not a slotted retriever, then you will not be able to take advantage of 
these guidelines.  Please follow the line installation instructions provided by the reel 
manufacturer (AMS). 
 
1. Loading of the line is done almost exactly like any slotted retriever.  Make a small 

loop about 1.5 feet from the end of the line and feed this loop through the front of the 
line guide. 

 

 
Figure 3 
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2. Feed the loop into the reel and pull out a few inched of the loop from the bottle.  Take 
care not to twist the line while feeding it into the reel.  The line will need to be 
separated and it will be much easier if the line is not twisted. 

 

 
Figure 4 

 
3. Separate the line in the reel.  One end goes to the arrow (arrow line) and one end goes 

to the jug (jug line).  Keep the jug line on the bottom and the arrow line on the top.  
This is required because the jug line MUST stay out of the reel mechanism or 
retrieving the arrow will be extremely difficult. 

 
Figure 5 
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4. Once the line is separated, pull the jug line end out of the reel mechanism and lay it 
on the side of the reel.  Notice how the jug line was twisted in Figure 6 and is laying 
on top of the arrow line.  In this figure, the process needs to be restarted because the 
arrow line MUST be above (on top of) the jug line.                     WRONG! 

 

 
Figure 6 
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5. Secure the jug line to the bottle.  In these pictures, the jug is attached to the upper 
limb of the bow.  Once the jug line is secure, push the jug line to the bottom of the 
slot in the line guide.  Then pull tight on the loop coming out of the bottle to take the 
slack out of the jug line.  This should remove any slack out of the jug line.  If the 
bottle loop is too large, then pull on the arrow line to make the loop smaller, taking 
care not to put any more slack in the jug line.  Once the slack is out of the jug line, 
secure the bottle loop with a rubber band to keep it from slipping. 

 

 
Figure 7 

 
Attaching the jug to the upper limb is a matter of personal preference.  It is possible to 
attach the jug to the lower limb, but if any slack gets in the jug line, the line could get in 
the way of the retriever engagement handle.  
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6. Now that the jug line is free of slack, engage the retrieve mechanism and reel the 
arrow line into the bottle.  If done correctly the jug line is to the side of the reel 
mechanism and does not interfere with the retrieval process. 

 

 
Figure 8 

 
At this point the reel is ready for some bowfishing.  With the line guide, the fish can be 
fought from either side of the reel without the line coming off the retrieval wheels. 
 
For further questions about the installation, use, or simply to order additional line guides, 
please visit the Bowfish Texas website at http://www.bowfishtexas.com/. 
 
The retriever reel is a product of AMS and it can be found on the web at 
http://www.amsbowfishing.com/  or various retailers. 
 
 


